[Regional lymph node metastasis in renal pelvic or ureteral cancer].
The objective of this study is to evaluate the frequency of regional lymph node metastasis, clinical outcomes and histopathological findings of renal pelvic or ureteral cancer with regional lymph node metastasis. One hundred and sixty three patients with renal pelvic or ureteral cancer were treated in our hospital between 1961 and 1995. Eighty nine in 155 patients underwent lymph node dissection. Frequency of regional lymph node metastasis, clinical outcomes and histopathological findings of these 89 patients were investigated. Patient survival rates were determined by actuarial calculation using Kaplan-Meier method with log-rank test. The status of lymph node involvement was pN0 in 61 (68.5%), pN1 in 5 (5.6%), pN2 in 15(16.9%) and pN3 in 8 patients (9.0%). The 5-year survival rate was 78.8%, 12.5%, 20.0% and 0% for pN0 pN(+), pN1, pN2 and pN3 respectively. In 28 patients with regional lymph node metastasis, patients with distant metastasis were all dead within 1.2 years and the 3- or 5-yer survival rates of patients without distant metastasis were 31.4% and 15.7%. The difference between two groups were obvious (p < 0.01). The 3-year survival rate was 100%, 66.7%, 33.3% and 0% for pT1, pT2, pT3 and pT4 patients with M0 and pN(+) respectively. Our data suggested that conventional treatments were not effective for almost patients with regional lymph node metastasis. However in the patients with low grade, under pT3 and M0, pN1-2, the possibility of long time survival was shown.